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The Secret Doctrine, published in 1888, written by H.P. Blavatsky, co-founder of the Theosophical Society, could be regarded as the guidebook of Brahmavidya in view of its invaluable teachings, esoteric as well as exoteric.  In her preface to The Secret Doctrine HPB clearly states: ‘This book is not the Secret Doctrine in its entirety, but a select number of fragments of its fundamental tenets,’ and sets out the aims of the work as: ‘…to show that Nature is not a fortuitous concurrence of atoms, and to assign to man his rightful place in the scheme of the Universe; to rescue from degradation the archaic truths which are the basis of all religions; and to uncover, to some extent, the fundamental unity from which they all spring; finally, to show that the occult side of Nature has never been approached by the Science of modern civilization.’
The Secret Doctrine is a comprehensive presentation of the essential teachings of the Esoteric Philosophy on both Cosmogenesis and Anthropo-genesis, the origin and working of universal laws in both Nature and Man.  We will, therefore, quote from this great work.  We will also quote from The Mahatma Letters, which is a compilation of the communications received from some of the Great Masters of the Wisdom.

The Significance of Sanskrit Terms

The work is replete with citations from the several Veda-s and Purāna-s. Geoffrey Barborka explains in The Divine Plan—which is a concise presentation of The Secret Doctrine—why Sanskrit terms were used in such great abundance in it and the importance of pronouncing them with the proper svara or sound-value.  ‘The Sanskrit language and especially the terms which explain the teachings of the Ancient Wisdom represent the culmination of the wisdom of the preceding Race (the Fourth Race) handed on to the loftiest initiates of the present Race (the Fifth Race).  Thus very often the Sanskrit term contains a key-thought enabling one to have a better grasp of the teaching which that word expresses.  Therefore in epitomizing a teaching in a key-word, those great Sages had in mind three factors: (1) the root-meaning of the term embodying the idea with potent significance; (2) the svara—“the mystic sound value of the word”; (3) the Mantrika-śakti—the force or power of letters, speech, or sound.’
The Three Fundamental Propositions

In the proem of the work HPB gives us, in very terse language, the Three Fundamental Propositions which The Secret Doctrine establishes.  The First: An Omnipresent, Eternal, Boundless and Immutable Principle, on which all speculation is impossible, since it transcends the power of human conception and could only dwarf any human expression or similitude.  It is beyond the range and reach of thought.  In the words of the Mandukya Upanishad, ‘Unthinkable and unspeakable.’  Quoting from a passage from the Rg Veda given at the commencement of Part I of the book proper on Cosmogenesis she gives us a ‘feel’ of what she is trying to convey regarding this unthinkable and unspeakable Reality:

    ‘Nor ought nor naught existed; yon bright sky was not, nor heaven’s broad woof outstretched above.  What covered all?  What sheltered?  What concealed?  Was it the water’s fathomless abyss?

    ‘There was not death—hence there was nought immortal, there was no confine betwixt day and night; the only ONE breathed breathless in itself.  Other than it there nothing since has been.

    ‘Who knows the secret?  Who proclaimed it here?  Whence, this manifold creation sprang?  The Gods themselves came later into being.  Who knows from whence this great creation sprang?  He from whom all this creation came, whether his will created or was mute?  The Most High seer that is in highest heaven, He knows it—or perchance even He knows not.’

The Second Fundamental Proposition affirms the Eternity of the Universe, in toto, as a boundless plane; periodically ‘the playground of numberless Universes incessantly manifesting and disappearing’, called the ‘manifesting stars’ and the ‘sparks of Eternity.’  The Eternity of the pilgrim is like a wink in the Eye of Self​-Existence (Book of Dhyān).  ‘The appearance and disappearance of worlds is like a regular tidal ebb of flux and reflux.’  Madame Blavatsky explains this more simply by saying:

    ‘The second assertion of the Secret Doctrine is the absolute universality of that law of periodicity, of flux and reflux, ebb and flow, which physical Science has observed and recorded in all departments of Nature.  An alternation such as that of Day and Night, Life and Death, Sleeping and Waking, is a fact so common, so perfectly universal and without exception, that it is easy to comprehend that in it we see one of the absolutely fundamental laws of the universe.’

The Third Fundamental Proposition is: The fundamental identity of all Souls with the Universal Oversoul, the latter being itself an aspect of the Unknown Root: and the obligatory pilgrimage for every Soul—a spark of the former—through the Cycle of Incarnation (or ‘Necessity’) in accordance with Cyclic and Karmic Law, during the whole term.
The Imaginary vs. the Real


When we study the Vedic Truths and compare with the concepts of modern science, we should not lose sight of the fact that many of these concepts of science are actually assumptions that are not validated by facts.  Blackholes, curved space-time, the big-bang, gravitational radiation, magnetic monopoles—only to mention a few—are all hypothetical objects conjectured in certain theories.  A blackhole, for example, implies infinite density and therefore cannot be physically real.  It is referred to as a singularity in the theory—something that the theorists recognize as a failure of the theory.  However, instead of taking them as pointers to discard the theory in which they occur, the modern theorist continues to subscribe to these concepts.  Emotional attachment rather than adherence to fact becomes the driving spirit.  Especially when the leading figures in the field patronize these unreal concepts, we tend to imagine that these concepts are true.


Now the fact is that we don’t have a Unified General Theory in science till recently.  Gravitation has been eluding the unification attempts.  A general theory is one that explains all physical phenomena from the atomic to the astronomical, encompassing them in a single cogent structure and does not contain ad hoc assumptions.  The fact that we do not have a single theory, but only a collection of individual theories, goes to show that the basic concepts of these individual theories are not right.  It should be understood that collating the insights of the Vedic knowledge with these successful, but untrue, theories of present day science is hazardous.  But now with the advent of the truly General Theory, our endeavors can be fruitful.

Debut of the Truly Unified General Theory
Extrapolating the commonsense view of the universe around us to the ‘far-off’ regions—the very large, the very small and the very fast—does not often lead to truth.  Time and again our (human) experience has shown this to us.  There are critical points, thresholds and boundaries in the universe, on crossing which the phenomena change radically.  Motion at the speed of light turns out to be one such crucial limit.  A new kind of symmetry between space and time is recently discovered.  Besides being reciprocally related to speed (that is, speed = space/time), both space and time are three-dimensional, progressing, and quantized.  This new symmetry leads logically to the unification of ALL the basic forces, and gives new cosmological insights.

The following citations from The Secret Doctrine and the Mahatma Letters bring home the important point about the nature of motion, space and time:

    ‘…Space and Time…being simply the forms of that which is the Absolute all…’ (SD, Vol. II, p. 158)

    ‘Space and Time are one.

    ‘…the Puranas insist on the identity of Vishnu with Time and Space…’ (SD, Vol. II, p. 612) 

and
    ‘The “Deep” is Space—both male and female.’ (ML, p. 341)

Further The Secret Doctrine affirms:  (quoting from the Proem)

    ‘Its one absolute attribute, which is itself, eternal, ceaseless Motion, is called in esoteric parlance the “Great Breath,” which is the perpetual motion of the universe…’ (SD, Vol. I, p. 2)

Compare also with what the Mahatmas state:

‘We say and affirm that motion—the universal perpetual motion which never ceases, never slackens nor increases its speed…but goes on like a mill set in motion whether it has anything to grind or not…’ (ML, p. 135)

We would like to point out that we humans are prone to assume tacitly that the natural datum, or starting point, for every phenomenon, as we are accustomed to see, is zero speed.  But, as the citations above delineate, the natural datum for the universe is perpetual motion at constant speed, whether there is Manifestation (Manvantara) or Pralaya—recall the words ‘whether it has anything to grind or not!’  It is now only one more step to recognize that this constant perpetual motion is the background speed of space.  The null state of the universe is a ceaseless outward progression of space coupled with the analogous progression of time.  This is exactly what our astronomical observations show—that all the distant galactic systems are receding from each other.  Astronomers now realize that this is not a motion of the galaxies through space, away from some center, but is the steady expansion of space itself.
The Reciprocal System Theory, the General Theory of the universe, is developed just on this foundation—taking motion as the basic constituent of the universe, and that all the forces and phenomena are the several differentiations or modifications of this one existent—motion.  We have from The Secret Doctrine,
‘The Occultists…assert that all the so-called Forces of Nature, Electricity, Magnetism, Light, Heat, etc., etc., far from being modes of motion of material particles, are…in their ultimate constitution, the differentiated aspects of that Universal Motion which is discussed…in the…Proem.’ (SD, Vol. I, p. 147)

And from The Mahatma Letters:

‘It is motion with its resulting conflicts, neutralization, equilibration, correlation, to which is due the infinite variety which prevails.’ (ML, p. 137)
Space and time, though they appear so drastically different to our experience, are simply the two reciprocal aspects of motion.  Even though they seem different to our consciousness, space and time are the same from the standpoint of the universe, being merely the two aspects of motion.

New Light on Gravitation


The Minkowski/Einstein assumption that space-time is a continuum is fraught with conceptual difficulties.  Late in life, at the age of 75, Einstein realized that it is, and wrote: ‘One can give good reasons why reality cannot at all be represented by a continuous field.  From the quantum phenomena it appears to follow with certainty that a finite system of finite energy can be completely described by a finite set of numbers (quantum numbers).  This does not seem to be in accordance with continuum theory, and must lead to an attempt to find a purely algebraic theory for the description of reality.  But nobody knows how to obtain the basis of such a theory.’  Characteristically, Richard Feynman was more blunt: ‘I believe that the theory that space is continuous is wrong, because we get these infinities and other difficulties…I rather suspect that the simple ideas of geometry, extended down into infinitely small space, are wrong.’  

The logical alternative to the continuum of space-time is quantized space, time, and motion.  The Mahatmas imply just this when they assert: ‘the universal perpetual motion which never ceases, never slackens nor increases its speed…’ (ML, p. 135) In a quantized universe there is no space/time continuum, or field to vibrate.  Consequently Photons of radiation must be space/time quanta (rotating in some way) that are carried outward in all directions at the speed of light, by the inherent expansion of space.  Going one step further: Matter (neutrinos, electrons, muons, protons, neutrons, and atoms) must be complex rotational motions of space/time quanta.  Since from the viewpoint of our stationary frame of reference, they are not carried outward by the primal expansion of the universe (as Photons are), Matter seems to move scalarly inward in space. This scalar inward motion IS gravitation.

New Insights on Space and Time


The enterprise we call science progresses by asking Nature meaningful questions and then working for the answers.  Every generation makes its observations from an existing ‘level of understanding.’  As this level gradually builds up, what earlier might have been relegated as outside the purview of science or as merely metaphysical, often turns out to be meaningful & scientific.  Parapsychology, for instance, is such an example.  It is important to realize that whenever we endeavor to interpret a śloka from the Ancient Wisdom we do it from the standpoint of our current level of understanding.  And as this level gradually rises, our insights into the same śloka could yield an interpretation that was not possible earlier.  That is why we are insisting on the need for the availability of a truly General Theory of science before attempting to collate science and the Vedic Wisdom.


A case in point is the multi-dimensionality of Time, brought to light by the recent General Theory, namely, the Reciprocal System—whether it figures in any of our interpretations of the Vedic lore.  While our normal consciousness experiences time as one-dimensional, as a movement from past to future, Theosophical research reveals the existence in Nature of Divine Consciousness that experiences two and higher dimensional time (Leadbeater).  Furthermore there is documentation that while consciousness working on the Physical Plane experiences only three dimensions of space, on the Astral Plane it experiences four-dimensional space and on the Lower Mental Plane five-dimensional space and so on (Hanlon).

Two Great Truths

Another important contribution of Theosophy to the clarification of the Theory of Reincarnation is that the Great Law governs not only man, but even those who have reached the goal of humanity and achieved what in religions is termed liberation, mukti, or nirvāna.  The goal of human evolution is not to be fully snuffed out into nothingness like a candle flame, for even at that lofty stage a new cycle of evolution opens up to the liberated human soul in which he is a Master of a System, a Planetary or Solar Logos whose consciousness embraces the whole system which is his vehicle of expression.  We have the conception of Solar Logoi being born, living their life in spheres of which we can have no conception, and finally withdrawing into pralaya, only to be reborn as a new Solar System, until the end is reached of that evolution too—the godly evolution in cosmic planes of which Theosophy speaks.

While science watches the birth and growth and ultimate decay of the stars or the planets of a solar system, merely from the physical point of view, Theosophy presents to us the purpose of such birth, growth and ultimate disintegration of the matter of these systems, namely the evolution which the Person, the Solar Logos, accomplishes through these vehicles which he builds for himself.  This view is entirely in consonance with the Hindu conception of our sun, Surya Nārāyana, as having had previous lives before our present system was born, with perhaps many lives still ahead of Him, long after our system has been reduced into the ‘bubbles of emptiness’ of which it is composed.

Theosophy also presents to us the Theory of Karma in a fuller light.  Not only is individual man governed by the results of his own actions, but so too are groups of men, giving rise to group karma—the national or racial karma in which the nation as a whole, or the race as a whole, reaps the just rewards of its actions as a group of individuals.  Karma also governs the systems which come into being and even the Solar Logos becomes subject to this great Law so long as He is in manifestation and ensouls a solar system.

Invisible Stars and Planets

Theosophy reveals that our Solar System consists not merely of the physical sun and planets which we see, but of other planets which are invisible because they have no physical (Bhautika) counterparts.  Matter, as known to modern science, consists of solid, liquid, gaseous and plasma or etheric states; but Theosophy speaks of three subtler states of physical matter, the super-etheric, (E1, E2 and E3); and then of matter fundamentally different, far subtler than any of the subtlest physical matter, called ‘Astral ’(Bhuvah), which is the matter in which emotions work.  Astral matter is also of seven sub-grades like the physical.  Then we have ‘Mental’ (Suvah & Maha) matter, in which thought works—far subtler than the most subtle astral matter, which also is of seven sub-grades.  It is in these three main grades of matter that normal human consciousness works.  But beyond these are four more main grades of matter, each with its seven sub-grades, which Theosophy names ‘Buddhic’ (Janah), ‘Ātmic’ (Tapah & Satya), ‘Monadic’ (Anupādaka), and ‘Divine’ (Ādi).
The scientific view generally is that ‘life’, as is known to science, is an extremely remote possibility.  Conditions as to atmosphere, temperature, pressure, the availability of oxygen, carbon and other elements which are essential for the building of organic matter—all these rule out the possibility of life as a universal phenomenon.  But as pointed out earlier, our Solar System has not merely the physical planets which are known to science, but planets, or ‘globes’ as they are called in Theosophy, which have no physical counterparts; and some which have no Astral or even lower Mental counterparts.  In all these globes, whether physical or super-physical, evolution of some kind or other goes on.

The Nature of Nature

Another great fact that emerges from occult investigations is the importance of number Seven.  We have the seven days of the week, the seven colors of the spectrum, the seven main musical notes, the seven predominant human temperaments, and so on.  So, whether we consider time, color, sound, or the more subtle expressions of consciousness in finer matter, the number Seven seems fundamental.  Man is given as constituted of seven Principles (Sapta-Parna): the Physical Body (Sthūla-Śarīra), the Etheric Double (Linga-Śarīra), the Vital Force (Prāna), and the Desire Body (Kāma-Rūpa), forming the ‘Lower Quaternary,’ and the Thinking Principle (Manas), Intuition or Wisdom (Buddhi) and the Spirit (Ātma), forming the ‘Higher Triad.’

Theosophical research has revealed that there have been five main races of mankind so far on our Earth, each comprising of seven sub-races, and each sub-race has had seven principal nations.  These nations, sub-races, and races have emerged, one after another, each reaching its zenith and then withering, giving place to its successor.  We are told that there are two more main races yet to appear before our World Period will be completed.  We are to have seven such World Periods.
Even as there are seven planes of the Solar System, there are seven main kingdoms which evolve in it, of which the human is only one.  These seven kingdoms are the First, Second and Third Elemental Kingdoms (Bhūtakoti), which ensoul super-physical matter, and the four kingdoms with physical counterparts, namely, the Mineral, Vegetable, Animal and Human.  Each marks a definite stage in the evolution of consciousness.  Life involutes into fields of grosser and grosser matter through the First, Second and Third Elemental Kingdoms, taking a whole Chain Period (Kalpa) for evolution from one kingdom into another.  The process of involution into matter goes on until the Mineral stage, and then the process of release of Life begins through the Vegetable, Animal and Human Kingdoms.  Transcending them there are three more—the Dhyāni-Chohan Kingdoms—dealing with the super-human stages.

But behind it all is the greatest Truth that, whatever the form, the vehicle, in which the greatest to the lowest expression of Life manifests itself, Life is an indivisible WHOLE: that our consciousness is somehow, in a most mysterious manner, one with the Consciousness of our Solar Logos, which again is one with the Consciousness of the Cosmic Logos which comprises an infinity of Solar Logoi.  This has been the living experience of all the Mystics and Rishi-s of all ages.

The latest findings of Science are also corroborating the organic unity of all Life.  Advances in Cytology and Molecular Biology have brought to light that the genetic information in all living things can be read in the language of DNA and RNA, and the protein building blocks of all living things are made of the same twenty amino-acids.  Not only the materials are the same throughout the living world, so is the pattern of construction.  All vertebrates, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals are built according to the same organizational plan in spite of important anatomical differences!  It implies of course, that as evolution proceeds, so do superficial changes occur to adapt different forms of life to specialized environments and yet the basic features of life remain the same.  Evolution and its constituent life processes build up order.  Individual systems become organized, differentiated and specialized.  As this occurs competition yields to cooperation and the entire Nature—the living and the non-living—functions as a Whole.
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