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Preamble


Revolutions in Communication Systems, Information Technology and Transportation Engineering have brought the human communities nearer in an unprecedented manner.  Among other things, this also dramatically increased our power to endanger the environment and all forms of LIFE, including our own.

Our continued survival depends on the healthy maintenance of global resources and other bio-communities.  Corporations and Nations are recognizing the need to shift priorities from the merely economical to the holistic welfare of all LIFE.


The new generation has to be apprised of the ORGANIC UNITY of all Life, that cooperation—not competition—should be their way of living.  The PowerPoint presentation, "New Goals for the New Millennium," has been developed to help the social workers and other lecturers in presenting these values, especially to the students of schools and colleges, as well as business executives.

The New Era of Responsibility

The key moral developments of the last century began the inclusion of all human beings, no matter what their race, color, gender, religion or nationality within the ambit of moral discourse.  This expanding circle of moral discourse, moreover, has continued to include species other than humankind and the planet earth itself.


These changes go on with or without human intervention, but our understanding can greatly facilitate intervention.  Mankind thinks it can solve its problems through legislation, through political and social reform, through scientific and technological progress.  It may solve some problems with this strategy, but those are relatively trivial problems and temporary cures.  By these methods we shall go on creating new difficulties on the one hand and trying to solve them on the other to maintain the illusion of progress. 

A rational appraisal of the PRINCIPLES of Nature pertaining to the psycho-spiritual realms is an urgent necessity. The knowledge of these principles has been preserved and documented in the esoteric teachings of all great religions of the world.  Like scientific theories corroborated by empirical and experimental findings, these great truths about man and the universe have been repeatedly tested and established by generations of Seers with fully awakened possibilities and powers of consciousness. Any amount of planning aimed at uplifting the societal conditions, however adroitly engineered, cannot be operationally successful without an understanding and appreciation of these underlying governing principles.  It would merely tinker with the symptoms, not eliminating the maladies.
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Goals and the Goal-maker


The major challenges facing humankind today are not due to a lack of education.  They are created by highly educated and professional minds—lawyers, business administrators, scientists, economists, military commanders, diplomats and so on.  We are producing lopsided human beings, who are very clever, very capable in their intellect but almost primitive in other aspects of life; top scientists and engineers who can send human beings to the moon but who maybe brutal with their spouses; human beings who have a vast understanding of the way the universe operates but little understanding of themselves or their lives.


It is not difficult to trace the origin of all the human misery to the phenomenon of ‘I’ in the human individual.  This is where all mischief begins.  Wars, violence and exploitation have their ultimate origin there.  So the problem of the world reconstruction is the problem of the regeneration of the individual.


In the new context of safe globalization old goals, at the individual or at the corporate level, become inapplicable—they need to be redefined if survival is to be expected.  This requires an understanding of the spiritual nature of Man, since he is the goal-maker: to know why he doesn’t stop with the ‘need’ but turns it into ‘greed.’
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Geological Calendar


Scientific investigations indicate that the earth got solidified since about 4500 MY (Million Years) ago.  We depict this in the Figure on a scale of 24 hours.  In the beginning there was no oxygen either in the oceans or in the atmosphere, but only nitrogen, CO2 etc.  There had been no life on earth until about 2600 MY before present.  This era is therefore called Azoic.
At this time the blue-green algae appeared and started to convert H2O to oxygen, with the help of sunlight, using the photosynthesis process.  They brought the atmospheric oxygen level to the present value of 21% needed for the subsequent life forms.  What is not commonly realized is the fact that these original unicellular organisms, which produced oxygen, themselves thrived most efficiently at an oxygen level much less than 21%.  Were ‘survival of the fittest’ the only governing principle of the evolution of the biological life they would never have produced the 21% level.  It seems they were creating an environment better suited for the later life.  At many points in the evolution of life it appears as though a Great Plan was being followed teleologically.


Then came the Archeozoic and the Proterozoic eras lasting for a total of 1450 MY.  Then followed the Paleozoic era (350 MY) of invertebrates and amphibians.  The great reptiles have come and gone in the next Mesozoic era (140 MY).  Mammals appear in the next Cenozoic era (60 MY).  Homo Sapiens appear in the last few million years.
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Important Guidelines

Ancient Wisdom, given in the esoteric literature of all the great Religions, tested and corroborated by the Sages, points out that concomitant with the evolution of Forms—which alone the scientists study—there is an evolution of LIFE and CONSCIOUSNESS, and the living and the non-living systems constitute a Hierarchy of organization levels. The more advanced the Form is, the more the potentialities of consciousness that can manifest through it.  In fact, it is the impetus from the evolving LIFE that drives the evolution of the organisms’ forms.

At any level of organization, not only there is certain autonomy but also a necessity to transcend that in order to meet the requirements of a Greater Whole of which it is a part.

Hierarchy of Biological Levels


In all this long history of biological evolution we can see a gradual building up of structural complexity, and a concomitant functional proliferation.  In this figure we depict successive levels of organization of matter.  They form a hierarchy, in which any given level contains all lower levels as components and is itself a component of all higher levels.  Succeeding levels are structurally more complex than lower ones, inasmuch as a given level combines the complexities of all lower levels and has an additional complexity of its own. 

Something entirely new happens at a supervening level of organization, and this event is not explainable in terms of the lower level.  A tissue, for example, is more than the sum of its cells.    There is thus  a  leap  between  levels—gaps  or  transcendences  in  the
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evolutionary process.  There is no purely logical explanation of this situation; with present understanding the relation between the levels could not be predicted.

There is another implication of the way life is organized.  While higher levels coordinate lower levels, all levels affect each other.  This is not a control hierarchy in the manner of a top-down business organization.  The interactions and information flows are multi-linear and flow up as well as down.


We have already pointed out that in the organizational processes of the living systems, a dynamic balance is maintained between self-assertion or autonomy and submission to the requirements of the next higher whole in the hierarchy.  Now, in the case of human individuals, the next higher level of organizational hierarchy, variously called the ‘Heavenly Man,’ the ‘Humankind,’ or simply the ‘Global Consciousness’ has not yet formed to a degree where its overall supervening control could be felt by the individual consciousnesses comprising it.  However, that this Global Consciousness already exists and that more and more individuals are becoming sensitive and adaptive to this next stage of consciousness development have been amply demonstrated by the extensive investigations carried out at the Princeton University Engineering Anomalies Research (PEAR) program over the recent decades.

Evolution of Consciousness

Consciousness is relatively dormant in the Mineral Kingdom.  It acquires the power to respond with feelings in the Plant Kingdom.  It adds a new dimension of consciousness in the case of Animal Kingdom, namely, that of thinking.  Only in the Human Kingdom does it begin to flower into the dimensions of Creative Activity and into Intuition.  Direct experiencing of the unity of all LIFE, Order (Ŗta) in Nature and pure Love characterizes this new dimension of consciousness when developed.  We shall refer to this as the consciousness of the ‘Ethical Man.’
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The Ethical Man

At the present moment, evolution has brought us to the verge of this next stage of development in the human consciousness.  Only few individuals are showing signs of this development.  These are the precursors.  Majority of the humanity is still in the stage of emerging from the control of the Animal Mind (passions and drives predominant) and developing the state of Concrete Mind, and thence to developing the state of Abstract Mind.  Instinctive emotional response still plays a dominant role in deciding a man’s course of action, as against the ‘right’ action.

Even though this transition to the next stage is not yet complete, an ever-increasing number of people are showing an awareness of coherence, beauty and goodness, evidencing the dawning of the new consciousness.  Not only this: this next stage of the evolution is awaiting our conscious participation.  An understanding of the constitutive Principles of the Human Self is therefore in order, since it serves to give us a perspective view of the Great Plan and our immediate role in it and the direction in which we have to work.


The Human Self has a program and a goal for himself, which is to reach back to the Divinity of his origin in the fully awakened state of consciousness of the Ethical Man.  He accomplishes this by gaining experience in the world of time and space through the ‘Personality.’  The Personality itself comprises of four Principles or vehicles of consciousness working in still ‘lower’ levels of existence, the lowest of which is the physical world we perceive.  These four Principles are respectively the psycho-emotional bodies through which thoughts and emotions are experienced; the Etheric Double, which is the vehicle of the five types of Prānās (Vitality) and nerve energies; and the gross physical body through which sensations are experienced.  For long periods of evolution the personality fancies its own goals in life.  These may not be in consonance with the goals of the Human Self (namely, the Ethical Man), which are spiritual.  But continued experience and gaining of knowledge make us realize our true spiritual goal. From then onwards the personality cooperates and harmonizes with the Self, making the world a beautiful and good place to live for all. 
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Ecological Footprint

In the middle of the nineteenth century the world’s population reached one billion, and its resource use increased dramatically.  Both population and resource use continued to grow throughout the twentieth century.  In the past fifty years humanity has used more natural resources than in all of the preceding millennia together.

The ‘ecological footprint’ gives a quantitative estimate of the human overload of nature: it defines the share of the planet’s biological productivity used by an individual, a city, a nation, or all of humankind.  If the footprint of a settlement is larger than its area, that settlement is not independently sustainable.  A city is intrinsically unsustainable because very few of the natural resources used by its inhabitants come from within its boundaries.  In 1996 the Earth’s biosphere had 12.6 billion hectares of biologically productive space, making up about one fourth of the planetary surface.  Equitably shared, in a population of 5.7 billion this yielded an ‘earth-share’ of 2.18 hectares per person.  Today the earth-share has shrunk: there are more people—6.3 billion—while the biosphere’s biological productivity remained at best constant.  Thus today’s Earth-share is merely 2.1 hectares for each person on the planet.  Yet the average footprint comes to 2.8 hectares and it is growing rapidly.

Impending Bifurcation

We are approaching the outer edge of the planet’s capacity to sustain human life.  Living at the edge is dangerous, because ecosystems do not collapse in piecemeal fashion.  Modern societies have been operating on the assumption that in nature cause and effect are proportional—an additional ounce of pollution produces an additional ounce of damage.  This, however, is not so.  Ecosystems may be polluted for many years without any change at all, and then suddenly flip into an entirely different condition.  Gradual changes accumulate vulnerability, until a single shock to the system, such as a flood or a drought, knocks the system into a different state, less adapted to sustain human life and economic activity. Observations of the scientists indicate that the world now is heading for such a crisis.  They also point out that a vision of a peaceful and sustainable society and adopting simple lifestyles will go a long way to provide a positive eco-feedback that can avert this mishap.
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The Two Hemispheres
Brain research shows that the two hemi-spheres of the human brain (cerebral cortex) specialize in different functions.  Speech and verbal activity are located in the left hemi-sphere, whereas artistic and musical appreciations are located in the right hemi-sphere.  Intellectual activity pertains to the left, while creativity and intuition (direct perception of truth rather than reasoning out) to the right.

Unfortunately, the predominant mode of teaching mental phenomena has been verbal and therefore has emphasized the over-cultivation of the left hemi-sphere functioning.  While this suits the learning of analytical and logical skills, it is incommensurate with the faculties pertaining to the right hemi-sphere.

This lop-sided development of the human brain in our present culture can easily be seen with the help of few examples.  Take, for instance, that of cricket.  We no longer enjoy just the play, but get excited by intellectualizations like run-rate, number of centuries completed, and other such computer-generated information.  Similarly, we no longer appreciate the music per se of a concert.  We keep analyzing the Raga-s and so on (which is thought intruding).

There is another important fact that needs to be recognized.  Nature has built into the brain certain redundancy, such that in cases of emergency—like damage to part of the brain—a hemi-sphere can take over the functions specific to the other hemi-sphere.  However, these acquired functions—not being the primary—are carried on less effectively.  Now with the over-emphasis on training intellectual activity in the child—at the cost of holistic activity like beauty, art, and music—the left hemi-sphere functioning has totally overtaken the brain.  Those truly right hemi-sphere functions are performed by the dominant left hemi-sphere by utilizing the built-in redundancy and hence poorly done.

The really human qualities like sympathy, love and altruism—all pertaining to the right brain—are wholly lacking in the man of our culture.  Instead, he is calculative, divisive and cold.  He has been totally operating through the left hemi-sphere.  The sooner some of us realize this and re-structure our educational methods, starting from those of the child, the better for the continuance of Humanity.  A major part of the training should involve non-verbal and more direct techniques.
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‘I’ and ‘Not-I’ in Dynamic Balance

In the organizational hierarchy, the myriad entities comprising nature are living entities that are both interdependent and autonomous to a degree.  They are both wholes and parts of larger wholes.  In its self-assertive autonomous role, each entity is intent upon its self-consummation, whereas in its role as subsidiary part, each entity is capable of transcending itself in the interest of the greater whole.  There is apparently a dynamic balance to be maintained between autonomy and submission to the needs of the next higher whole in the hierarchy.

All human beings are integrated parts of one Individual Being which is the human species.  In other words, we all belong to one individual being just as different parts of an organism belong to that organism.  Realization of this belonging together can have profound consequences for our consciousness and behavior, promoting cooperation and peacefulness.

Education in the twenty-first century must concern itself not with greater ‘progress’ but with the inner transformation of the human consciousness.  Prof. Krishna prescribes the broad outline:

(1) Create a Global Mind, not a Nationalistic One.  We are all citizens of one world and share the earth as our habitat.  We may work for local problems but it is important to do so with a global understanding.

(2) Emphasize Human Development, not only Economics.  We must not regard children as raw material for achieving the economic progress of the nation.  Education must concern itself primarily with the development of all aspects of a human being—physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual—so that he or she lives creatively and happily as part of the whole.

(3) Encourage Inquiry, not Conformity.  The child must be free to make mistakes and learn for himself without the constant fear of being rebuked by an adult.  Such mind is rational, flexible and open to change and not irrationally attached to an opinion or belief.  This implies the absence of all propaganda.  ‘Our country is the best country, our culture is the best culture’ is not true—it is propaganda, which divides people.

(4) Cultivate Cooperation.  Team work and the ability to work harmoniously with others is more important than individual achievement.  It is important that each individual does his best but it is not essential that that should be better than another’s best.  The sense of competition that we are encouraging in children today leads to envy, jealousy and rivalry, and destroys love and friendship.  Therefore, it is evil.

(5) Create a Learning Mind instead of an Acquisitive Mind.  The awakening of intelligence is more important than the cultivation of memory, both in life and academics.  The feeling of love, respect, beauty and friendship cannot be taught but like sensitivity, can be awakened: this is an essential part of intelligence.

(6)  Create a Mind that is both Scientific and Religious in the true sense.   Not only thought-based intelligence should be developed, but also intuition-based intelligence. A mind that is purely rational and scientific can be extremely cruel and devoid of love and compassion.  One that is only religious (in the narrow sense) can be overly sentimental, superstitious and therefore neurotic.  Without this undeniable balance between emotion and the intellect, a mind is not truly educated.

(7) The Art of Living.  We have equated quality of life with standard of living and we measure this in terms of the GNP or the per capita income of people.  When we educate not for economic development but for human development, we concern ourselves with the happiness of the individual as a whole in which physical well-being and comfort are a small but necessary part.  The art of living consists in enjoying everything one does, irrespective of the results it offers.
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